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BEWARE OF 

UNLICENSED 

CONTRACTORSI             

Dear Resident or Permit Applicant: 

If you are plan_ning a home improvement project like a deck, a new bathroom, or a 
garage, you will probably need to hire a building contractor. 

it means the contractor has no way of 
There is no shortage of building reimbursing you for any property 
contractor horror stories. Almost damage he or she causes. This means 

NOT AN EASY TASK 

everyone has heard tales of damage, you end up paying the price. Likewise 
scams, shoddy workmanship, and if contractor carelessness leads t� 
builders who disappear in the middle of injury or damage to someone else's 
a project. In fact, except for auto repair property, the problem is likely to 
shops and car become yours. 
dealerships, no other------------•
i n d u s t r y h a s Unlicensed contractors No coverage under 

generated as many are often unfamiliar with homeowner's policy. 

complaints, according the applicable building
Some homeowners 

to the Council of codes and are unable to
believe it is safe to use 

Bet te r  B us iness an uninsured contractor, 
Bureaus. It would 

obtain permits. ff your assuming that any 
seem that finding a project isn't permitted or damages incurred 
reliable and qualified doesn't comply with would be covered under 
contractor is not an building and zoning their own insurance 
easy task. codes, you can_ and

policies. However, this 

probably will - be ordered
isn't the case. Most 

You can put the odds homeowner policies 
to remove or repair the • th t on your side, however, require a any work to 

by making sure you job. the property be done by 
hire only licensed ------------- licensed contractors;
contractors. coverage is often 

specifically excluded for damages 

HAZARDS 

UNLICENSED 

OF HIRING THE 

While licensing isn't necessarily a 
measur� of competence, it does imply 
a certain level of professionalism and 
suggests that the contractor is 
committed to his or her job. More 
significantly, licensing can protect you 
from a number of potential problems, 
such as the following: 

Unlicensed usually means uninsured. If 
you use a contractor who is uninsured, 

caused by "bootleg" contractors. 

Noncompliance with building codes. 
Most building projects, even minor 
ones, usually require permits and 
inspections. Unlicensed contractors are 
often unfamiliar with the applicable 
building codes and are unable to obtain 
permits. If your project isn't permitted or 
doesn't comply with building and zoning 
codes, you may and probably will - be 
ordered to remove or repair the job. 
Even 1f a building inspector doesn't 
"catch" your code violation right away, 
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contractor's work, you can also: 

Ask a recognized construction industry 
association to recommend a reputable 
contractor in your area. The National 
Association of the Remodeling Industry 
(703-575-1100), the National Association of 

Homebuilders (800-368-5242), Associated 
Builders and Contractors (888-422-2277), or 
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Check the public records in your local 
courthouse to see if potential contractors 
have any liens against them. 

Determine who will actually perform your 
work. Ask to meet all employees or 
subcontractors who will be working on your 
property. 

the Associated General Contractors of Establish in advance an agreed-upon process 
America (202-393-2040) may all ----------• for arbitrating disagreements. 
be able to help. 

Check with neighbors, friends, 
and relatives who have recently 
completed a home improvement 
project to see If they can 
recommend their contractor. 

Ask local suppliers of building 
m a t e r i a ls, h a r d w a r e ,  o r  
appliances i f  they can recommend 
a contractor. • 

Ask potential contractors for 
references from people they have 
worked for in your area. If 
possible, get photographs of 
some of their previous projects. 

Check with 
neighbors, 
friends, and 
relatives who 
have recently 
completed a home 
improvement 
project to see if 
they can 
recommend their 
contractor 

Request a warranty- lasting at 
least one year from completion 
date. 

Have an attorney review all 
contracts or other paperwork 
before signing anything. 

Even af ter you hire a 
contractor, your work is not 
complete. You will still need to 
remain in close contact with 
the contractor to ensure the 
work proceeds on schedule 
and according to contract. And 
y o u  m a y  e n c o u n t e r  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s  o r  

Get several estimates - at least three - so you 
can comparison shop. 

disagreements that need to be ironed out as 
the project unfolds. However, if you select 
your contractor carefully in the beginning, you 
are less likely to have problems later. While 
screening contractors may seem like more 
work than the construction project itself, the 
effort can save enormously in money, 
annoyance, and time. 

Get references on potential contractors from 
their banks, suppliers, and subcontractors. 
Any indication of being financially unsound or 
behind on bills or payments should be taken 
as a warning sign. 

Please contact the Inspections 
Department at 912-876-4147 or 

Insp_Contact@CityofHinesville.org 
for a list of licensed area 

contractors.

* Article complements of 
The Building Permits Law Bulletin 




